The Japanese pieris (Pieris japonica), or
Andromeda, is one of the most overlooked
landscape plants due to its temperamental nature.
Nurseries normally keep a small supply, if any, of
these broadleaved evergreens. Their marginal
success in our region is normally caused by
improper plant placement. They need a sheltered,
shady environment and what better place to view
them in their optimal conditions than at TBG!

Currently ,their white and rare pink-hued blooms
are dressing up the mid-level portion of the shade
garden. Growing up to 6-feet, P/erisis one of the
first evergreen genera to bloom. Overshadowed
by the abundant display of the Rhododendron
genus, they provide an early glimpse of Spring
during the later part of March and into April.

The shrub is easily identified by the unique duration the
spent flowers remain on the terminal ends of the branches.
Similar only to Clethrain our collection, Pieris have the
previous \ H D frditv¢apsules visible during the time it is
currently flowering as shown in the image to the left.

Native from the Himalayas to Eastern Japan, this shrub is
hardy in USDA Zones 4 to 7, but cannot stand exposed or
alkaline conditions. The flowers will last for about two
weeks. During the majority of the growing season,
dramatic new growth ranging in color from fiery red to lime
green, presents the appearance of flowering and adds
dramato the landscape.



